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mated, incisive and sometimes too pungent writer and
speaker. As we know, Charles Gide had a morbid dread
of violence, even verbal. Once when Brelay was pressing
him too hard towards a sharp, and moreover fruitless,
controversy, Charles Gide shrewdly replied to him: "I
cannot carry on a discussion expediently with my adver-
saries, for while they are speaking I weigh in my own
mind all that can be said for their point of view, so that
at the moment of answering, I cut the sad figure of a
miserable converted opponent."
An extravagant reply, certainly, but it clearly revealed
his attitude towards his opponents, whose views, in all
honesty, he strove to fathom, and to whom he was kindly
disposed to give way, at least for the moment. His most
determined opponents did not fail to pay homage to him
in this respect. Thus, in the Monde economique of January
27, 1894, Ernest Brelay said of him: "If the eloquent
Professor of Montpellier often offends us by his attacks
on classical political economy—to which we most loyally
adhere—on the other hand he charms us by the audacity
and the frankness of his logic, as well as by the fairness
with which he reproduces the arguments of his adver-
sary/'
Nevertheless, in spite of his pessimistic estimate of the
value of his own interventions, his source of replies and
suggestions was never exhausted. Ernest Brelay paid him
this signal tribute: "If twelve opinions are delivered at a
meeting where Gide is present, he is sure to find a thir-
teenth, always more original and interesting than the
twelve others."
Discovering the grain of truth to be Yound in every
doctrine, Charles Gide, in some critical thought often of
- a fanciful originality, did not hesitate to plunge into
paradox, for which, moreover, he always had a strong
predilection.
Some time before his death, Emile Cheysson—one of
the last great bourgeois liberals whose absence is keenly
regretted in the circles in which he moved—said to me
in speaking of him most sympathetically: "M. Gide is

